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What’s Union’s most valuable resource to share?
Our faculty!

In the following listing, each member of the faculty offers topics that he or she is interested in presenting. 
Please contact faculty members for more information.

You do not have to be a student at Union Presbyterian Seminary to learn from our highly regarded faculty.  
Many of them are recognized globally as leading experts in their !eld of study and are available to speak to 
your group. Invite any of our faculty members to speak at your church, lecture series, or conference.
Here is a list of their names, contact information, and topics.

To inquire about our faculty members’ availability to speak, or other topics they may present, please contact 
them directly. For more information on each faculty member, please go to: upsem.edu/about/faculty

Samuel L. Adams
Mary Jane and John F. McNair Chair of 
Biblical Studies, Professor of Old Testament, 
and Director of the Master of Theology 
Program

sadams@upsem.edu

TOPICS OF INTEREST

 » Wealth and Poverty in the Biblical World and Today
 »The Bible and American Politics
 » Death and the Afterlife

John T. Carroll
Harriet Robertson Fitts Memorial  
Professor of New Testament

jcarroll@upsem.edu

TOPICS OF INTEREST

 »The New Testament and Current Ethical Challenges
 » Parables of Jesus
 » Gospels of Matthew and Luke

Faculty Speakers Bureau

Frances Taylor Gench
Herbert Worth and Annie H. Jackson 
Professor of Biblical Interpretation

fgench@upsem.edu

TOPICS OF INTEREST

 » Gospels
 » Women in the Biblical World
 » Biblical Authority and Interpretation

Jacqueline E. Lapsley
President and Professor of Old Testament 
in the Walter W. Moore and Charles E.S. 
Kraemer Presidential Chairs

jlapsley@upsem.edu

TOPICS OF INTEREST

 »The Bible and the Environment/Creation Ethics
 » Women/Gender and the Bible 
 » Justice and the Old Testament Prophets

BIBLE



TOPICS OF INTEREST are topics – among others – that each member of the faculty is interested in presenting.  
Please contact faculty member for more information.

Faculty Speakers Bureau page 2

Safwat Marzouk
Associate Professor of Old Testament

smarzouk@upsem.edu

TOPICS OF INTEREST

 » Migration in the Bible and the Life of the Church
 » Christian Egyptian Readings of the Book of Exodus
 » Monsters and Empires in the Bible and Horror Films

Rodney S. Sadler, Jr.
Associate Professor of Bible and Director 
of the Center for Social Justice and 
Reconciliation

sadler@upsem.edu

TOPICS OF INTEREST

 » Intersection of Race and Religion/Race and Scripture
 » Biblical Mandate for Social Justice/Justice and Scripture
 » Faith and Politics

BIBLE (CONTINUED)

Christian Sanchez 
Assistant Professor of New Testament

csanchez@upsem.edu

TOPICS OF INTEREST

 »The Acts of the Apostles
 »The Book of Revelation
 » Ecological Hermeneutics

Megan Fullerton Strollo
Assistant Professor of Biblical Languages

mstrollo@upsem.edu

TOPICS OF INTEREST

 »The Megilloth (Ruth, Song of Songs, Ecclesiastes, 
Lamentations, and Esther)
 » Biblical Languages and Issues in Translation
 »The Bible and Material Culture

THEOLOGY/ETHICS/HISTORY

Rachel S. Baard
Assistant Professor of Theology and Ethics 
and Director of the Master of Arts in Public 
Theology Program

rbaard@upsem.edu

TOPICS OF INTEREST

 » Public Theology
 » Confessing Jesus Christ Today
 » Christian Perspectives on Sin and the Human Condition 

Elizabeth Hinson-Hasty
Professor of Theology and Ethics

ehinsonhasty@upsem.edu

TOPICS OF INTEREST

 » Economic Ethics
 » Public Theology
 » Spirituality and Social Justice
 » Women and Reformation Traditions

Melanie C. Jones Quarles
Assistant Professor of Ethics, Theology and 
Culture and Director of The Katie Geneva 
Cannon Center for Womanist Leadership

mjones@upsem.edu

TOPICS OF INTEREST

 » Christian Ethics from the Margins
 » Leading or Leaving Religion?: Black Millennials  
and Digital Faith
 » Just Future(s): Models of Womanist Leadership

Christine Luckritz Marquis
Associate Professor of Church History

cluckritzmarquis@upsem.edu

TOPICS OF INTEREST

 » Race/Ethnicity and Enslavement in Christian History
 » Eastern Christian Traditions
 » Early Christian Spiritual and Liturgical Practices  
(e.g. pilgrimage, prayer and fasting)
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Alphonso F. Saville, IV
Assistant Professor of American Religious 
History and Mission

asaville@upsem.edu

TOPICS OF INTEREST

 » Legacies of slavery in America
 » Black Church history
 » Interfaith dialogue

PRACTICAL THEOLOGY AND CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

THEOLOGY/ETHICS/HISTORY (CONTINUED)

Rubén Arjona
Assistant Professor of Pastoral Care and 
Director of the Doctor of Ministry Program

rarjona@upsem.edu

TOPICS OF INTEREST

 » Life Cycle Theory & Pastoral Care
 » Crisis of Civilization & Pastoral Care 
 » Latin American Perspectives on Pastoral Care 

Sung Hee Chang
Director of Supervised Ministry & 
Vocational Planning and Associate  
Professor of Supervised Ministry

schang@upsem.edu

TOPICS OF INTEREST

 » Intercultural Ministry
 » Congregational Exegesis
 » Learning through Unlearning

Rebecca L. Davis
Sarah Belk Gambrell Professor of Christian 
Education, Director of the Master of Arts in 
Christian Education Program, and Director 
of The Center for Excellence in Christian 

rdavis@upsem.edu

TOPICS OF INTEREST

 » Christian Education and Formation in a Post-Covid Church
 »Teaching for Understanding and Public Engagement
 » Justice and Advocacy for Children and their Families

James Elisha Taneti
Director of The Syngman Rhee Global 
Mission Center and Assistant Professor  
of World Christianity

jtaneti@upsem.edu

TOPICS OF INTEREST

 » Being the Church in a Multi-Faith World 
 » Global Christianity 
 » Creeds and Confessions

Lakisha R. Lockhart 
Assistant Professor of Christian Education

llockhart@upsem.edu

TOPICS OF INTEREST

 »Theology/Spirituality of Play
 » Embodied Faith 
 » Multiple Intelligences

Kenneth J. McFayden
Vice President for Academic Affairs, 
Academic Dean, and Professor of  
Practical Theology

kmcfayden@upsem.edu

TOPICS OF INTEREST

 » Leadership in the Midst of Congregational  
and Cultural Change
 » Strategic Planning: Calibrating Our Mission, Vision,  
and Priorities
 » Pastoral Care in Con"icted Relationships

Joshua Morris 
Assistant Professor of Practical Theology

jmorris@upsem.edu

TOPICS OF INTEREST

 » Pastoral Care and Trauma
 » Chaplaincy
 » Moral Injury and Moral Distress
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Please contact faculty member for more information.
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Dorothee E. Tripodi
Director of Supervised Ministry  
and Vocational Planning and Assistant 
Professor of Supervised Ministry

dtripodi@upsem.edu

TOPICS OF INTEREST

 » Resilience and Adaptive Leadership in  
Congregations and Agencies
 » Mission and Visioning Processes in Response to  
Cultural and Technological Changes 
 » Intergenerational Leadership: A Biblical and Theological 
Exploration as Care for the Organizational Soul

Richard W. Voelz
Associate Professor of Preaching  
and Worship

rvoelz@upsem.edu

TOPICS OF INTEREST

 » Preaching and Justice
 » Preaching from Youth and the Whole Church
 » Navigating Worship in the 21st Century 

Karen-Marie Yust
Josiah P. and Anne Wilson Rowe Professor 
of Christian Education

kmyust@upsem.edu

TOPICS OF INTEREST

 » Children’s and Youth Spirituality
 » Digital Culture and Spirituality
 » Popular Culture (Music, Film, TV) and Faith

Robin C. McCall
Seminary Librarian and Assistant Professor 
of Bibliography and Research

rmccall@upsem.edu

TOPICS OF INTEREST

 » Value and Methods of Conducting Academic Research
 » Priestly Literature and World View in the Hebrew Bible 
 » Biblical Concepts of Divine Embodiment

PRACTICAL THEOLOGY AND CHRISTIAN EDUCATION (CONTINUED)

Richmond Campus 3401 Brook Road Richmond, VA 23227

Charlotte Campus 5141 Sharon Road Charlotte, NC 28210

www.upsem.edu

LIBRARY


