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To register for Stewardship Comes in All Sizes, Shapes, and Colors online, click here.  To 

register by fax or mail, use the form below. 

 

 

 

 

Date:  March 20-23, 2017, beginning at 1:30 p.m. on March 20 
and ending at noon on March 23. 

Leaders:  Deborah Rexrode and Raymond Bonwell  
 
Event location:  Union Presbyterian Seminary: Paisley Hall, 1204 
Palmyra Avenue, Richmond, VA  23227  

Registration: $250; early registration (by February 15) $195.  
Includes lunch on Tuesday, March 21, and Wednesday, March 22, 
refreshments, and breakfast for those staying on campus  

CEUs: 1.8 

For:  Clergy, Christian educators, Stewardship Committee 
members, church leaders 

https://www.regonline.com/stewardship2017


Stewardship Comes in All 
Sizes, Shapes, and Colors 

Description of the Seminar 

 

Every congregation has a story to tell, a story that reveals the mission and vision of the 

ministry of the congregation. Our stories are different because our congregations are 

different. For some, the story has been growing for many years, for others, the story is 

new and beginning to evolve. Some churches are smaller in membership and 

attendance. They worship and fellowship in smaller settings while other churches have 

large facilities, multiple worship services, several staff, and numerous programmatic 

ministries. 

The ways to approach stewardship are as different as the types of congregations. The 

methods we use to preach, teach, and educate vary greatly from congregation to 

congregation. Some methods are highly organized, extensively planned, and elaborately 

carried out. Others take a simpler approach that is a closer fit to the needs of the 

congregation. Methods that are successful in some congregations are not as effective 

when used in others. Knowing your congregation and its unique culture is the key to a 

successful stewardship program. 

We will explore the many ways to tell the story and share the mission and vision of a 

congregation along with the various methods of talking about stewardship. We will look 

at everything from Scripture texts and the theological understanding of money to 

developing a stewardship emphasis and managing the church’s budget. In our lives as 

stewards, the gifts we offer – time, talent, and financial resources – are holy gifts. They 

are the symbols of our covenant with Jesus Christ in the places where we have been 

called to serve and do ministry. 

 
 

 



About the Leaders:  

Deborah Rexrode, Ph.D., Associate for Stewardship, Presbytery of the James 

 

Deborah Rexrode serves as the Associate for Stewardship with 

the Presbytery of the James. She is an ordained Ruling Elder in 

the Presbyterian Church (USA) and brings to the Presbytery a 

background of research, study, and application of the theological 

understanding of stewardship and the importance of ongoing 

stewardship education in our congregations. She provides 

consultation to pastors, sessions, and stewardship committees 

with stewardship campaigns, capital campaigns, and planned 

giving.  

 

Deborah has an M.A. and a Ph.D. in the Sociology of Religion from the University of Virginia. 

Her research and doctoral dissertation focused on stewardship and the role of clergy in 

providing strong financial leadership in their congregations. She recently received an 

Executive Certificate in Religious Fundraising from the Lake Institute on Faith and Giving at 

the Lilly Family School of Philanthropy at Indiana University. In addition to her academic 

background, Deborah has significant experience in both small and large congregations a s a 

leader in finance, stewardship, worship, Christian education, and congregational care.  

 

Prior to coming to the Presbytery of the James, Deborah was the Assistant Director and 

Senior Project Coordinator at the Center for Survey Research at the University of Virginia. 

She conducted research in all areas of the social sciences as well as health-related areas of 

research. She has training in data analysis and utilizes this experience when reviewing giving 

data in congregations as a way to understand the culture and the giving behavior of a 

congregation.  

 

Deborah has served the Presbytery and the Presbyterian Church (USA) in many capacities. 

She moderated a Listening Team and an Administrative Commission, served on the 

Leadership Connections Team, and helped to organize a Christian Education Purpose Group 

for the Presbytery. Deborah was an Alternate Commissioner for the 221st General Assembly 

(2014) and a Commissioner at the 222nd General Assembly (2016) serving on the Middle 

East Issues Committee. Deborah served as the Moderator of the Camp Hanover Ministries 

Purpose Group and is currently the Development Director for Camp Hanover. She also 

serves as a liaison between the Presbytery and the Presbyterian Foundation.  



 

Rev. Raymond Bonwell, Director, Learning and 

Development, PCUSA Board of Pensions 

 

Raymond Bonwell is currently responsible for equipping 

colleagues with the knowledge, skills and abilities to be their 

best at the Board of Pensions in Philadelphia. He started at the 

Board as an Education Specialist, leading seminars across the 

country and assisted in developing additional education 

resources for plan members and the broader Church 

community. He has also overseen training for Plan Operations, 

the Board’s largest team, responsible for providing front-line 

service to members and employers. 

 

Before joining the Board of Pensions in 2012, Raymond was Director of Programs at 

Princeton Theological Seminary for more than five years, overseeing continuing education 

opportunities for clergy and laity and contributing to degree programs. A graduate of the 

University of Michigan (B.A. Economics), Raymond had a twelve year professional career in 

financial planning and investments before earning his M.Div. from Princeton Theological 

Seminary. 

 

Raymond has been a guest speaker a several seminaries, teaching seminarians about 

financial statements and the business of the church. He has also presented at national and 

regional conferences for Presbyterians, Methodists and Lutherans. 

 

Raymond has served the church in pastoral capacities, including pulpit supply in more than 

seventy-five churches, and serving congregations in West Virginia as a commissioned ruling 

elder and in New Jersey as a teaching elder. He has served on various presbytery 

committees (Mission Interpretation and Stewardship, Permanent Judicial Committee, 

Educational Ministries), elected to a financial oversight task force, and has served as a 

synod commissionerand a synod trustee. Raymond and Heidi, his wife, live in Newtown, PA 

with their three children, where he is a member of the Presbytery of Philadelphia. 

 

 



Stewardship Comes in All Sizes, 
Shapes, and Colors 

March 20-23, 2017 

Schedule of Events 
 

Monday, March 20  

1:30 – 3:00 p.m.   Session I  

   

3:00 – 3:15 p.m.   BREAK  

 

3:15 – 4:45 p.m. Session II  

 

Tuesday, March 21  

9:00 – 10:30 a.m. Session III  

  

10:30 – 10:45 a.m.   BREAK 

 

10:45 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Session IV  

 

12:00 – 1:30 p.m.   LUNCH 

 

1:30 – 3:00 p.m. Session V  

  

3:00 – 3:15 pm.   BREAK 

 

3:15 – 4:45 p.m. Session VI  

  

 

 

 

 



Wednesday, March 22 

8:30 – 10:00 a.m. Session VII  

 

10:00 – 10:15 a.m.   BREAK 

 

10:15 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. Session VIII 

  

11:45 a.m.    Community Chapel (optional)  

 

12:30 – 1:30 p.m.   LUNCH 

 

1:30 – 3:00 p.m. Session IX  

  

3:00 – 3:15 pm.   BREAK 

 

3:15 – 4:45 p.m. Session X 

 

Thursday, March 23 

9:00 – 10:15 a.m. Session XI  

   

10:15 – 10:30 a.m.   BREAK 

 

10:30 – 11:30 a.m. Session XII  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



STEWARDSHIP COMES IN ALL SIZES, SHAPES, AND COLORS 

March 20-23, 2017 

 

FEES:  $250 ($195 if registration is received by February 15); includes lunch on Tuesday, March 21  and 

Wednesday, March 22.   

HOUSING:  On campus housing is limited and assigned on a first-come, first served basis.  Guestrooms in 
Paisley Hall are $25 per night double occupancy or $40 per night single.  For campus housing availability 
please call Elizabeth DiStanislao at (800)229-2990, x301.  Hotel accommodations are available at 
SpringHill Suites, 9701 Brook Road, Richmond, VA 23059 at a rate of $119/night.  To reserve your hotel 
room, click here. 

To Register On-line:  click here. 

To Mail or Fax Registration:  Print and complete this form.  Mail to Leadership Institute, Union 

Presbyterian Seminary, 3401 Brook Road, Richmond, VA 23227 or Fax to (804) 278-4360. 

PAYMENT METHOD: 

o Check (payable to Union Presbyterian Seminary) 

OR 

o Visa 
o MasterCard 
o Discover 
o American Express 

Card Number: 

Security Code: 

Expiration Date: 

Name as it appears on card: 

Billing Address (street, city, state, & zip): 

Please charge (amount): 

REGISTRATION INFORMATION: 

Name: 

Address: 

City: 

State: 

Zip: 

Daytime Telephone: 

Email: 

Church Name: 

Denomination: 

Circle lunch requirement, if applicable:       Vegetarian Gluten-Free  Dairy Free 

http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/RICSH?corporateCode=UP2&app=resvlink&fromDate=&toDate=
https://www.regonline.com/stewardship2017

