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CHURCH DESCRIPTION 
Church mission statement:
Forest Hill Presbyterian Church exists to serve God and all creation by growing together in love, extending sanctuary, and strengthening community so that all can know God's love.  

FHPC has served the Lord with gladness, creativity, faith, and perseverance for 97 years.  
Now we seek a stable and spiritual path to the future.  While we honor our rich history, we want to stop grieving over the numbers we have lost and start rebuilding in new directions.  In a sense, we want to plant a new church in an established location.  

We seek to experience Sunday worship not just as a weekly routine, but as a profound encounter with the Holy Spirit that continually uplifts us in our daily lives.  And we want to cultivate renewed enthusiasm for exercising our spiritual gifts inside and outside the church doors.  

We believe that the God who called us and nurtured us in this place still has a role for FHPC to play in His kingdom.

Description of FHPC’s programs or accomplishments:
FHPC has an active adult Sunday School program which undertakes short-term studies such as Bruce Feiler’s “Abraham”, Magrey R. deVega’s “Awaiting the Already”,  James Moore’s “When You’re a Christian, the Whole World is from Missouri ,” and “The Life of King David” by J. S. Park.

Lectionary Bible Study meets each week to read and discuss scriptures for the upcoming Sunday. 

Music is an integral part of FHPC.  Led by our Julliard- and Notre Dame-trained Director of Music, Dr. Patrick Carlin, we praise God through an ensemble choir, guest vocalists and congregational singing.  The handbell choir has recently been re-activated.  Dr. Carlin provides spiritually uplifting piano and organ music for weekly and special services.  

As a longstanding ministry to the community since 1961, FHPC operates a fully-licensed Child Care Center and playground that offers a nurturing, safe, and fun environment for children all year long in a warm Christian atmosphere. 

FHPC is grateful to God for the mission work of individual church members and friends offering personal care items for ACTS, sheets and cleaning supplies for Housing Families First, donations to Richmond’s Fisher House, and donations to PCUSA’s four special offerings each year.  In addition, we have a Good Samaritan Fund to help as many people in the community as possible 
with a one-time gift of $75 for housing, food, and/or utilities. 

We have a long-standing partnership with our sister church Eastminster in the Church Hill  neighborhood, including periodic shared programs and special collections each year of back-to-school supplies, ingathering of food items at Thanksgiving, and mitten tree of warm clothing at Christmas.

Grateful we are that God has entrusted us with a spacious, well-situated property that can be used to bless our community.  Outreach to the community includes the church’s “Forest Hill Little Food Pantry“ to nourish and strengthen the neighborhood (“take some, give some”) that’s stocked by church members and neighbors; the labyrinth and butterfly garden for walking, sitting, and meditating; and Phideaux Field off-leash dog park for furry friends.

Through a generous grant from Diversity Richmond, a number of free concerts for the community are offered by Dr. Patrick Carlin throughout the year showcasing a variety of artists in different seasons of their lives.  (The concerts will resume following the pandemic.)

Church facilities and property are available for use by other religious, charitable, civic, cultural, and educational organizations, as well as use by individual members and non-members. 

Mission partners who use our large facility include Ed Shaddai African Fellowship, several Alcoholics Anonymous groups,  Cocaine Anonymous, the Forest Hill Neighborhood Association, the Greater Richmond Chorus, and Roses and Wings Girls Mentoring Program. 

Our Gothic-inspired sanctuary is used for weddings of both members and non-members.  The fellowship hall serves as a polling precinct.  Our facilities have also been used for birthday parties, family reunions, anniversary and retirement celebrations, receptions, and memorial services. 

In addition, the church property enables a cell tower in the steeple; a bi-weekly seasonal mini-farmers market in the front parking lot; rear parking spaces for our neighbor, Envoy; and a home in the manse for a tenant.

We completed major renovations of our public spaces in the past decade, which are in demand for tenants and outside groups.  

Started in 1987, the Second Mile Endowment Fund continues to be used for religious, charitable, benevolent, and educational purposes and not as a supplement to the general operating fund.  Grants totaling $15,000-$20,000 are distributed each year for local, regional, national, and global missions. 

Gifts, skills and experiences FHPC possesses to fulfill its mission: 
FHPC is a congregation of warm, God-loving people who especially demonstrate the Biblical tradition of hospitality.  We value lifelong learning and tolerance for diversity.  Because of our small numbers, all ages know and learn from one another. 

As lay leaders, individual members have the spiritual gifts of faith, teaching, administrative leadership, website maintenance, and many other talents.  We have some who guide the maintenance and capital improvements of our large church building, which is a strong asset for worship, fellowship, and the community, and a team of volunteers who tend our large lawn, labyrinth, shrubbery, and flower beds.

We have endured dissension and declining enrollment, but have persevered in faith.  The current active members number 38 with 17 directly involved in leadership roles, and 10-12 participating in-person and 2-4 participating remotely via Zoom in Sunday worship services.  

FHPC’s annual balanced budget for 2021 is $149,900 for general operations, which excludes the Child Care Center, Good Samaritan Fund, Second Mile Endowment Fund, and Special Restricted Fund. 

Key theological issues of our church and society that are reflected in the ministry of FHPC:
Our congregation does not debate the hot-button theological issues faced by the Church.   Rather, we accept the sovereignty of God, take comfort in the creeds and confessions of our denomination, and lean on study and reflection of the Bible as the authoritative Word of God in order to develop a Christian perspective and response to the joys and struggles of everyday life.  We strive to grow spiritually in an increasingly secular society.  One of our biggest strengths in this area is our hospitality and love toward our neighbors, both near and far. We fund regional, national and global missions that target issues of hunger, homelessness, incarcerated youth, Christian recreation, social justice, disaster assistance, and missionaries.  We believe God’s love and grace are available to all who profess faith in Him and we celebrate the diversity of His people.  
COVENANT PASTOR POSITION DESCRIPTION, PART-TIME

Forest Hill Presbyterian Church seeks a passionate and flexible covenant pastor who can help us be the best small church we can be, and who will:
· Reenergize the entire Sunday morning experience with dynamic preaching rooted in theological and liturgical studies in addition to creative approaches to worship;
· Help us engage and strengthen current members in deepening understanding and practice of discipleship, through small group principles, Bible study, and fellowship; and
· Guide the congregation in implementing the strategic plan and managing all our resources effectively.

Forest Hill Presbyterian Church has a classic worship identity rooted in the Book of Common Worship of the PCUSA, the Common Lectionary of the Universal Church, and the ongoing liturgical renewal of the Christian Churches.  Collaborating with the minister of music to develop worship services, the pastor will prepare dynamic, thoughtful, engaging, Bible-based sermons, and involve lay leaders and volunteers in participating in worship services. 

As chief shepherd of the congregation, the pastor will minister to our flock (a wide span of ages) with love, grace, wisdom, and humor.  The pastor will help rally the congregation and make FHPC a praying church, for the God who called us and nurtured us in this place still has a role for FHPC to play in His kingdom.  While the church wants to grow our membership, the pastor will help develop our ministry of members, guiding us in meaningful spiritual education and growth and relationships with one another.

The pastor will be committed to small-church ministry and help sustain FHPC’s ministry and mission into the future by rallying the congregation. The pastor will also moderate Session meetings, help us hone governance and operations, provide leadership for stewardship of time, talent, and treasure, and communicate effectively with lay leaders and members.  Being a successful small congregation in a large facility will take ongoing analysis of our staffing, budget, building, and other resources. 

QUALIFICATIONS:  Master of Divinity; 5+ years’ experience as solo pastor of small church ministry




